NATIONAL LANGUAGE                        23

and the masses. The languages of India have suffered
impoverishment. We flounder when we make the vain
attempt to express abstruse thought in the mother
tongue. There are no equivalents for scientific terms.
The result has been disastrous. The masses remain cut
off from the modern mind. We are too near our own
times correctly to measure the disservice caused to
India by this neglect of its great languages. It is
easy enough to understand that, unless we undo the
mischief, the mass mind must remain imprisoned. The
masses can make no solid contribution to the cons-
truction of Swaraj. It is inherent in Swaraj based on
non-violence that every individual makes his own
direct contribution to the Independence movement.
The masses cannot do this fully unless they understand
every step with all its implications. This is impossible
unless every step is explained in their own languages.
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And then for all-India intercourse we need, from
among the Indian stock, a language which the largest
number of people already know and understand and
which the others can easily pick up. This language
is indisputably Hindi. It is spoken and understood
by both Hindus and Muslims of the North. It is
called Urdu when it is written in the Urdu character*
The Congress, in its famous resolution passed at the
Cawnpore session in 1925, called this all-India speech
Hindustani. And since that time, in theory at least,
Hindustani has been the Rashtra Bhasha. I say cin
theory5 because even Congressmen have not practised
it as they should have. In 1920 a deliberate attempt
was begun to recognize the importance of Indian
languages for the political education of the massses,